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Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Not Applicable 

Trailers: 

Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 

Classification Decision: 

Unrestricted. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 
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Total Running time: 
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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The book entitled States of Grace is classified as unrestricted. 

The book appears to be genuinely artistic and to credibly present children's nudity as 
subject matter rather than to any gratuitous end. The artist, Graham Ovenden, is 
controversial in his use of the child nude, but expresses a strong resistance to a 
negative or exploitative view of his work in this area. The text analyses the sexuality of 
the young models and disclaims any disingenuous motives on the part of Ovenden. 
This is reinforced by a statement by one of his models. 

Thus, the publication is not considered to promote or support, or tend to promote or 
support, the exploitation of children or young persons for sexual purposes or to exploit 
their nudity. 

The Classification Office sought the opinion of experts under s21 (1) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 regarding this publication. The 
experts consulted were of the opinion that the publication is a quality artistic production 
in which the photographer's works are legitimate and not intended to be erotic. 

There is no likely injury to the public good in this publication being made available 
without restriction. 
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